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An Analysis on the Limiting Factors of Agricultural Production to
Industrialization of PRC (1949—1978)

Zhao Chong, Wu Li
(The Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Beijing 100009)

Abstract: As a backward agricultural country, the new born People’s Republic of China,
was faced with the arduous historical task of industrialization, as well as limiting factors of
the backward agricultural production state to the industrialization. These limiting factors
were grain shortage to the industrialization and the raw material restriction of economic crops
on light industry. Large population and little arable land, Insufficient investment in agricul-
tural technology due to the lagging development of agriculture—supporting industries, were
reasons for these limiting factors. These agricultural limiting factors also explain several of
China’s policies from 1949 to 1978 In an economical way.

Key Words: Industrialization, Grain restriction, Raw material restriction, Technology input
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