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The CPC’s historical contributions to inheriting, innovating and developing TCM

OUYANG Xuemei
(Institute of Contemporary China, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: Traditional Chinese medicine is the practice summary and wisdom crystallization for Chinese ancestors
to understand life, improve health, and fight against diseases, and it is closely linked with the destiny of the Chinese
nation. However, since modern times in Chinese history, traditional Chinese medicine was much neglected and faced
the fate of being “abolished” by governments for several times. It was only after the birth of the Communist Party of
China that this situation was fundamentally altered. The party fully adhered to the belief of cultural self-confidence
and self-consciousness when dealing with traditional Chinese medicine, and it endeavored to protect and inherit TCM
from the perspective of ensuring the health of the military personnel and civilians. After the founding of the People’s
Republic of China, it emphasized that “Chinese medicine is a great treasure house and should be continuously
explored and improved”, stressing that protecting and promoting TCM is of great importance and should be attached
sufficient attention to. Chinese government integrates TCM into the construction of modern medical and health system,
promotes the protection and inheritance of the traditional medical heritage. Besides, Chinese government exercises
the new development philosophy of both observing the traditions and striving to make innovations, and is committed
to providing high-quality medical services for people’s health and promoting the modernization of traditional Chinese
medicine, which has made great contributions to the sound development of medicine and human health in China and
the world, and has made the TCM culture revive with an unprecedented charm of the new era.
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