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Innovative development of Socialist Consultative Democracy in the New Era
LIU Weifang

(Institute of Contemporary China, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Dongcheng, Beijing 100009)

Abstract: Socialist consultative democracy in the new era has achieved innovative development in the follow-
ing aspects. In terms of theoretical innovation, it highlights a strong sense of “Chinese approach” and “concern for
the times” while embracing the tradition. In terms of institutional innovation, it is committed to building a sound
and orderly system of institutions for consultative democracy. In terms of practical innovation, it shows a tendency
to grow increasingly extensive and diversified, and has achieved fruitful results. The innovative development of so-
cialist consultative democracy in the new era is an outcome of the strategic choice made by the Party and the gov-
ernment in a view to meeting new demands for development in the era, a manifestation of its act in line with
“whole—process people’ s democracy” to safeguard the fundamental interests of the overwhelming majority of the
people, and an important step in the modernization of China’s capacity and system for governance. As advancing
the consultative democracy still faces challenges, more endeavors should be made to improve its institutions, stan-
dards, and procedures, so as to lay a solid institutional groundwork for achieving the goal of building a modern so-
cialist country in all respects.

Key Words: new era; consultative democracy; political consultation; consultation by political parties; innova-

tion
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