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An Example of Adhering to Principles While Applying Strategies: A Case Study of the Party
Central Committee in Handling Zhang Guotao Issue
WEI Deping
(School of Marxism, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an, Shaanxi 710119)

Abstract : During the Long March, to maintain unity within the party, the Party Central Committee did much per-
suasion to convince Zhang Guotao while on the other hand, it contended with him resolutely on issues of principles,
such as the political line and military strategy. It issued the Decision on Comrade Zhang Guotao’ s Mistakes to clarify
the essence of the controversy and rift between the Party Central Committee and Zhang Guotao. After Zhang arrived at
northern Shaanxi, the Central Committee conducted a concentrated criticism on his mistakes committed in the Long
March and issued the Decision by the Central Political Bureau on Comrade Zhang Guotao’ s Mistakes to identify polit-
ically the nature of his mistakes. Meanwhile, it still adopted the approach to uniting him in organization. When Zhang
schemed to quit the organization of the Party, the major leaders of the Central Committee went to great length to per-
suade him and win him back. However, when they perceived that he was determined to quit, they promptly made the
Decision on the Termination of Zhang Guotao’ s Party Membership and the Brief Report on the Termination of Zhang
Guotao’ s Party Membership” to clear up Zhang’ s mistakes in the revolutionary history of the Party and defuse the
negative impact on the military and Party. In this case, the Central Committee showed a change from “merciless strug-
gle and ruthless crackdown” to “curing the sickness to save the patients” in dealing with the controversies in the Par-
ty, which set an example of adhering to principles while applying strategies in dealing with controversies in the Party.

Key Words:Long March; Central Committee of the Communist Party of China; Mao Zedong; Zhang Guotao

(E#E10457)
On the Research and Studies into the Historical Issues Related to the Zunyi Conference Con-
ducted in the Early 1980s
WANG Huaile

(Institute of Contemporary China, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Xicheng, Beijing 100009)

Abstract: In order to clarify relevant historical facts, in the early 1980s, the Party History Materials Collection Com-
mittee of the CPC Central Committee conducted a special research into the Zunyi Conference and concluded with a re-
search report. The research was launched in the beginning of 1981 and had gone through three stages. In the initial stage,
the investigators drafted a research report by reviewing source materials in archives, conducting field studies, and interview-
ing the people involved, which was circulated only internally. The research was also a process of collecting historical materi-
als. And Chen Yun’ s manuscript provided by the National Archives became an important basis for this research and solved
many puzzles about the conference. In the deepening stage, the research team polished and revised the draft report on the ba-
sis of further in—depth research and studies, confirming some relevant historical facts. In the concluding stage, the research re-
port, along with relevant literature, was published to the public, providing a solid foundation for subsequent research.

Key Words: Zunyi Conference; research; Party History Materials Collection Committee of the CPC Central

Committee; Chen Yun’s manuscript
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